Using Virtual Reality to Learn About Place
Directions: Listed below are four locations that depict some aspect of poverty. Using the virtual reality materials provided for you, view each of the locations through Google Earth and take notes on what you see in the simulation. Consider the following questions for each location and write down notes that address these questions. We will discuss as a class what you found and observed at the end of the activity. 
1. How does poverty look in this area? Is it similar to or different from what you were expecting?
2. What are your observations about the location? Think about buildings, road conditions, area upkeep, etc.
3. Consider what it might be like to live in this area. What are some challenges you might face based on what you can see around you?

Location 1: Tioga-Nicetown, Philadelphia, PA
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Location 2: Lumberton, NC







Location 3: Triangle North, Milwaukee, WI






Location 4: Grigny, France 






After you have viewed all of the locations, we will discuss the following questions in class:  
1. What are some features of these locations that you noticed? How do those features relate to our knowledge about areas facing poverty?
2. For this activity, you viewed four different locations. Share some features of these places that were similar and also some features that made them different.
3. Was it easy to tell that these locations had high rates of poverty? Why or why not?
4. Do you think you can determine if an area is impoverished just by looking at it? Why or why not?
5. Discuss what was different about rural areas and urban areas in terms of how poverty looked. Was poverty more evident to you in one place or the other?
6. How does Location 4, which is international, compare to the locations in the United States? 
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