The 99% and Sociological Analysis…..

We discussed WI Thomas’s 4 Wishes of Man.  According to Thomas, all men have four core wishes:  

1) The desire for response.  (love and friendship)

2) The desire for security. (economic, social, emotional, etc.)

3) The desire for recognition.  (respect, position)

4) The desire for new experience.  

This is an interesting point of entry for a sociological analysis of the Occupy Wall Street Movement.  

Clearly, the protesters feel their needs are not being met.  While one might argue that all four wishes apply, I am going to ask you to focus on the desire for economic security.  
Go to http://wearethe99percent.tumblr.com/
There are over 200 stories on this site of people who identify with the 99% movement – but not all for the same reasons…..  This is clearly evidence that concepts such as poverty are socially created……
Select any 6 of these photos.  Paste them into a word document, and in a text box below the photo explain why their desire for economic security is not being met.  Then, explain how you think this person would define a more fair situation.  Finally, state what events/circumstances that are beyond this person's control are contributing to their 99% story.
Here is an example:
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After completing the six people of your choice, go to http://saltymagazine.tumblr.com/post/12095213354/in-america-you-are-the-99-but-to-the-rest-of  where you will find the photo below:
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Paste this photo into your word document, and in a text box below the photo explain why their desire for economic security is not being met.  Then, explain how you think these people would define a more fair situation.  Finally, state what events/circumstances that are beyond this person's control are contributing to their 99% story.
Now, create a final text box at the bottom of your document and answer the following questions…

1) Based on your responses above, what do you think it means to say that poverty is “socially created?”

2) Do you think that an immigrant from Europe would agree with the 99% in the US?  What about an immigrant from Africa?  Explain and relate your response to sociological perspective.
Why desire for economic security is not being met – She is unemployed and does not have health insurance.


More fair situation – Jobs for all, health insurance for all….


Outside of their control - there are less jobs in general right now and even less jobs that include health insurance than there used to be.








